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Budget Vote 

Mark your calendars to come 

out and vote on Tuesday, April 

23, from 10am to 9pm.  Voting 

will take place at both Suffern 

and Sloatsburg Libraries. (See 

inside for details.) 

AARP Tax Aide 

Come have your income tax 

returns prepared for free at 

the Library. AARP volunteers 

will be at Suffern Library on 

Wednesdays and Saturdays 

from 10am-2pm, from Feb. 2 

to April 13 (no tax aide on Feb. 

16). Bring your paperwork. 

First come first serve basis.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Paying with Credit Cards 

You can now pay for your 

overdue fines and/or lost or 

damaged Suffern Library mate-

rials using a Visa or Mastercard 

credit card. Minimum chare is 

$5; no cash back.  

Museum Passes 

As the weather warms, don’t 

forget the Library has passes 

to many of your favorite muse-

ums. These passes provide you 

free or reduced admission. Call 

845-357-1237 to reserve your 

pass in advance.  Passes in-

clude the Intrepid, Guggen-

heim, The Children’s Museum 

of Manhattan, Dia Beacon, and 

many more. 

MUSIC @ THE LIBRARY 
At Long Last Love: Classics from the Great American Songbook 
Sunday, March 10 at 1:30pm 
At Long Last Love (also the title of their CD) is Jean and Bill's program of a 
wide variety of wonderful songs from the "Golden Age" of American mu-
sical theater and popular music. These include works by a "Who's Who" 
of the country's greatest songwriters, including George & Ira Gershwin, 
Cole Porter, Irving Berlin, Jerome Kern, Billy Strayhorn, Rodgers & Hart, 
Johnny Mercer, Hoagy Carmichael, Frank Loesser, and many more.  

Vicki and Cliff Act II: Tuesday, April 2 at 2pm 
Vicki and Clif will perform classic Broadway tunes from My Fair Lady, Carousel 
and Hello Dolly. Then they move on to a “rat pack” set with songs performed 
by Sinatra, Dean Martin, Sammy Davis Jr, Bobby Darin, Rosemary Clooney and 
Steve Lawrence and Eydie Gorme. (Yes, this concert is on a Tuesday.) 

Forever Young: Sunday, April 7 at 1:30pm 
Forever Young is one of the area’s premier oldies bands. The group plays 
50s, 60s and 70s music from the likes of Dion & the Belmonts and The 
Duprees to Chuck Berry, Jerry Lee Lewis, and Elvis.  With 4 strong and ex-
perienced lead singers backed by lots of tight doo-wop-style group harmo-
ny, they will have you singing and dancing in your seats! 

Suffern High School Jazz Ensemble: to be announced 
Join us for this annual concert by some of the most talented SHS teens.  

CLASSICAL PIANO 
Resonance: Piano Solo with Elaina Burns: Sunday, March 24 at 1:30pm  
Why do some pieces leave us singing and others bring tears to our eyes? Please 
join us to find what resonates with you! Dr. Elaina Burns is delighted to have 
the opportunity to share this recital of piano works by composers including 
Bach, Beethoven, Chopin, and Clara Schumann. 

Ukraine’s Path to Freedom with Pavel Gintov: Sunday, April 28 at 1:30pm 
Back by popular demand! Pavel Gintov performed this concert at Suffern Library 
in 2017, and our audience was blown away. Pianist Pavel Gintov tells the story of 
Ukraine's ongoing struggle for freedom and democracy through the prism of 
music. The presentation includes performance of piano works by Ukrainian com-
posers Borys Lyatoshynsky, Viktor Kosenko, Myroslav Skoryk and Sergei Bortkie-
wicz, and Theodore Akimenko. 

Itay Goren on Piano: Sunday, May 5 at 1:30pm 
Described as "an evocative journey from shimmering excitement to calm con-
templation" (Classical New Jersey), pianist Itay Goren's performances touch the 
heart and magically transport the imagination of the listener. 

Cameron Piper on Piano: Sunday, May 19 at 1:30pm 
Cameron will perform Beethoven's Sonata Op. 81a and Chopin’s Etude Op. 10 
no. 4. More information will be available in the next newsletter.   



2019-2020 Budget 
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2019-2020 BUDGET NEWS 

Voting for an increase in funding for the 2019-2020 Suffern 

Free Library and Sloatsburg Public Library budgets will be 

held on Tuesday, April 23, 2019 from 10am to 9pm.  The 

proposition would provide an increase in the amount to be 

raised by taxes of $61,122 for Suffern Free Library and 

$7,809 for Sloatsburg Public Library. Suffern Free Library’s 

amount to be raised by taxes represents a 1.99%  increase.  

The total amount of support for Suffern Free Library would 

be $3,117,226, and for Sloatsburg Public Library it would be 

$400,231.  

For more information, please join the Board of Trustees at 

the Annual Meeting of the Association on February 26, 2019 

at 8pm.  

Voting on the Library Budget this year will be held on Tuesday, April 23 at the  
Suffern Free Library, 210 Lafayette Avenue, Suffern, & Sloatsburg Public Library, 1 Liberty Rock Road, Sloatsburg. 

VOTER INFORMATION 

WHEN: TUESDAY, APRIL 23, 2019 

 10AM-9PM 

WHERE:  SUFFERN FREE LIBRARY 

 (for all those who have usually voted at the 
Cherry Lane School, Hillburn Adm. Bldg., R.P. 
Connor School or Suffern Middle School in 
school district elections) 

WHERE:  SLOATSBURG PUBLIC LIBRARY 

 (for all those who have usually voted at the 
Sloatsburg Elementary School in school district 
elections) 

WHO: Residents of the Suffern Central School District 
who are registered to vote in a general or 
school district election 

ABSENTEE BALLOTS: 

 Call for an absentee ballot application 

 (357-7783 ext. 11224) 

HIGHLIGHTS OF 2018 

 8,297 people participated in 320 events for adults 
such as concerts, lectures, current events discussions, 
book discussions, films and more—our highest attend-
ance to-date!  

 12,021 children participated in 909 programs  such as 
storytime, music programs, arts and crafts, book dis-
cussions, and more 

 704 children and 93 Teens participated in the Summer 
Reading Program 

 659 teens participated in 67 programs throughout the 
year. Our most popular programs were our mad sci-
ence-themed teen lock-in, our outdoor Libraries Rock 
summer reading kick-off party, and our costume party 
Halloween lock-in  

 Received various grants to support adult services and 
programs including grants from the Arts Council of 
Rockland, Humanities NY, the Kurtz Foundation and 
Masonic Guild of Suffern 

 AARP Tax-Aide, a free service to the community, pre-
pared 507 state tax returns  and 437 federal tax re-
turns 

 Meeting rooms were in use for 156 community 
meetings; study rooms were used 3,907 times 

 More cardholders are using the Library from home to 
download books, magazines, movies, music and more 
with 27,682 downloads—a large increase from 2017 

 86 people used our new Book-A-Librarian service for 
one-on-one research and technology help  

 The Library’s website had 124,095 sessions 

 The Library has 13 museum passes which were bor-
rowed 501 times  

 

2018 FACTS & FIGURES 

 Library Cardholders 16,981 

 New Library Cards Issued 826 

 Library Visits 273,978 

 Total Items Checked Out 375,700 

 Materials Loaned to Other Libraries 40,536 

 Reference Questions 47,793 

 Use of Internet Computers 19,014 

BOOK SALE GROUP 

In 2018, the Library’s book sale group held six book sales earning 

$17, 670, and two preview sales earning $1,403. In addition, they 

earned $5,680 from the daily lobby sales in the lower level. This 

made for a grand total of $24,753. This money is used to support 

Library programs which were attended by 20,977 people in 2018, 

as well as the Children’s Summer Reading Program, and the Foun-

dation Center Directory.  



Drop-In Programs 

Drop-In Crafts  
 April 23, 24, 25, 26 from 10am to a half hour before 

closing 
Drop-In LEGO Mania 

 Fourth Saturday of each month from 10am to 
4:30pm for K and up 

Saturday Storytimes 
Held the first and third Saturdays of the month 

 10:15-10:45am for children up to age 3 
 11:15-11:45am for children ages 3-5 

History Mystery 
Use all your library skills to find a missing historical artifact. 
Registration begins March 9. For 2nd-6th graders.  

 Saturday, March 16 from 2:00-3:30pm 

Children’s Events 
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Mad Science 
Register a week in advance. For K-3rd graders on Mondays 
from 5:00-5:45pm. 

 March 4: Mad Machines 

 April 1: Bugs 
Register a week in advance. For preschoolers ages 3-5 on 
Wednesdays from 5:00-5:30pm. 

 March 13: Bugs 

 April 10: Sonic Sounds 

Taco Bar  
Want to surprise your parents by cooking something for 
them? Join Theresa and create the fixins for a taco. 
Registration begins March 14. For 3rd-6th graders.  

 Thursday, March 28 from 5:00-6:00pm 

Programs are open to residents of the Suffern Central School District. Register online one week in advance. 

Teen Events 

Suffern Teen Advisory Council (STAC) 

Are you in grades 7-12 and looking for volunteer hours? Join 
us at our upcoming meetings on Mondays, March 4 & April 
1 from 7:00-8:00pm.  

Book Clubs for Teens 
Join Jennifer C. on Monday nights in the Young Adult Room 
to discuss teen books. Sign up and pick up your books at the 
Adult Information Desk.  

7th-9th Grades: 

 Monday, March 18, 6-7pm: The Thickety: A Path 

Begins by J.A. White 

 Monday, April 15, 6-7pm: Unbroken by Laura Hil-

lenbrand 
 

10th-12th Grades: 

 Monday, March 18, 7:30-8:30pm: There Will be 

Lies by Nick Lake 

 Monday, April 16,  7:30-8:30pm: Throne of Glass 

by Sarah J. Maas  

 
Anime Club 
Every month during the school year we watch an episode of 
an anime teens have voted for, then discuss our favorite 
anime and manga, talk about anime/manga news, and vote 
for possibilities for the next month’s meeting. Our meetings 
are held in the Children’s Room. 

 Monday, March 11, 7:00-8:00pm- Anime: TBD 

 Monday, April 8, 7:00-8:00pm- Anime: TBD 

Friday Night Lock-In 

A guardian is required to walk the attending teen in to the 
Library to sign in and fill out appropriate permission slips.  

Art Night Lock-In 

Join us for a fun night of fun, easy and sometimes weird arts 
and crafts projects. We’ll tattoo bananas and paint with 
soda! No previous art skills necessary.  

 Friday, March 29 from 6:30-9:00pm 

Stop-Motion Studio Lock-In 

Teens will work together to create a short video to promote 
our upcoming A Universe of Stories teen summer reading 
program using stop-motion animation.  

 Friday, April 26 from 6:30-9:00pm 

Teen Tech Week: Makey Makey 
Teens are invited to play around with the Library’s Makey 
Makey kit. Makey Makey allows users to create apps like 
musical instruments and computer games using circuitry.  

 Monday, March 4, 5:30-6:30pm– Suffern Room 

 
CPR Certification for Teens 
Teens who complete this one night course will get their CPR 
certification from the Red Cross at the highly discounted 
price of $20. Register and pay at the Adult Information 
Desk.  

 Wednesday, April 17, 5:30-8:30pm 

If you have questions about our teen programs, feel free to 
contact our teen librarian, Jennifer Cohen, at jcohen@rcls.org.  

Programs are open to residents of the Suffern Central School District. Register online. 



Adult Events

Tai Chi Classes 

Fridays, March 1, 8 and April 5, 12 at 1:30pm 

Join Tai Chi instructors Master Stacy Han and Master James Ran for 

four weeks of Tai Chi. This exercise can be wonderful for all ages in 

helping with balance, strength and coordination. Wear comforta-

ble clothes and shoes, bring water and please register online.  

Understanding Stress 

Monday, March 4 at 7pm 

Local chiropractor Dr. Howard Werfel will discuss three types of 

stress and how it affects us. He will offer a plan to continually de-

crease how stress affects us and improve our experience of life. He 

will also share basic beginner meditation practices for everyone.  

Great Decisions Foreign Policy Discussion Group 

First Tuesdays of the Month at 7:15pm 

The Great Decisions discussion series is designed to engage citizens 

in learning about the world. Participants will read from the Great 

Decisions briefing book, which features impartial, thought-

provoking analyses on issues of concern to policymakers today. 

Upcoming topics include Refugees and Global Migration (March 5) 

and The Middle East: Regional Disorder (April 2). Purchase the 

briefing book at the Adult Information Desk for $25. 

Chair Yoga with Helene 

Tuesdays, March 5, 12, Fridays, March 15, 22 at 11:30am 

Join Helene Byron for a chair yoga class for body, mind and spirit. 

Yoga may help you improve your movement and range of motion. 

This series will also benefit those people with osteoporosis. Regis-

ter online at www.suffernfreelibrary.org for all 4 sessions. 

The Calming Effects of Meditation 

Saturday, March 9 at 11am 

The sympathetic nervous system is affected the most by anxiety, 

tension, fatigue and depression. Come learn a simple but time- 

tested technique and see for yourself the calming and positive 

benefits that can be derived. Join Dr. Frank Pawlowski for this pow-

erful workshop.  

Divorce: The Most Important Things to Know Before, During and 
After Divorce: Monday, March 11 at 7pm OR Friday, March 15 at 
11:30am 

This information session will be led by a Certified Divorce Coach, 

Susan Bernstein, Ed.D.  Susan works locally and nationally helping 

her clients navigate divorce, saving them money and overcoming 

obstacles.  She owns Divorce Coach Plus and specializes in helping 

people get out of toxic relationships, being the best parent they 

can be during this difficult time and post-divorce transition and 

recovery.  

Creative Writers’ Circle 

Thursday, March 14 & April 11 at 7pm 

Rockland County Creative Writers’ Circle is a group that wants to 

explore creative writing in a multi-genre space. This means bring-

ing novelists, poets, memoirists, playwrights, and other creative 

writers together to write, discuss our writing processes, and share 

our work in a supportive environment. Facilitated by Paul Halley. 

Register once for both sessions.  

Defensive Driving Classes 

March 20 & 21 from 5:30-8:45pm 

Join Ian Prastein for this two-night class. $25 fee.  

Saturday, April 27 from 10am to 4:30pm 

Art Aldrich will teach this Saturday class. $30 fee.  

Please register and pay (cash or check) at the Adult Information 

Desk for either class. 

Rockland County Office for the Aging 

Friday, March 22 from 10:30am-1:30pm

Stop by the table in the lobby to have your questions answered.  

Spring into an Organized Home! 

Wednesday, March 27 at 7pm 

After all the winter fun, get back on track for a more organized 

spring! Join Organizing Humorist and bestselling author Jamie 

Novak for this not to be missed program. She'll share her laugh-

out-loud funny approach for how to finally get that winter stuff 

put away. You'll learn simple strategies to get things togeth-

er after the holidays. And of course, she'll cover how to clear the 

closets, get the top of your table back, and so much more.  Regis-

ter online at www.suffernfreelibrary.org.  

Mexican Night Food Demo with Theresa  

Thursday, March 28 at 6:30pm 

After serving tacos there is rarely enough for another whole meal, 

so what can you do with some cheese, meat and a bunch of 

diced-up veggies? Make Mexican Lasagna! Theresa Grimm of A 

Cook in My Kitchen, LLC will show you how to build a delicious 

Mexican Lasagna with all the leftovers from your Taco Night.  

Register online in advance.  

Title IX: Women Finally Get Equal Access to Higher Education 

Friday, March 29 at 1:30pm 

On June 23, 1972, President Richard Nixon signed into law Title IX. 

For the first time in American history, women had access to the 

same classes at colleges and universities that accepted federal 

funding. At the time, women made up around 13 percent of the 

students enrolled in medical and law school. Today, women make 

up more than 50 percent of the students enrolled in medical and 

law school. Congresswoman Patsy Mink of Hawaii and Alaska 

Senator Ted Stevens pushed for the passage, which opened up 

doors to women to pursue occupations beyond being a secretary, 

teacher and nurse. Presented by Evan Weiner.  

Social Security Explained: Monday, April 1 at 7pm 

Mark Lange of SOFA (The Society for Financial Awareness), will 

explain the following topics: what is social security and who bene-



Adult Events 

fits from it; how it’s funded; how do you become eligible; how 

are benefit amounts determined (PIA); who is eligible for survi-

vor benefits; what is Full Retirement Age (FRA); benefits of de-

laying retirement; how working impacts benefits before FRA; 

when to apply for social security; the marital advantage; other 

sources of income at retirement; different types of annuities. 

Register online at www.suffernfreelibrary.org.  

Introduction to the Law of Attraction 

Thursday, April 4 at 7pm 

In this class you will learn how to shift your thoughts, emotions, 

and beliefs, and take control of how your life unfolds. Join us 

along with other like-minded people to learn a solid foundation 

about the Law of Attraction and how to manifest what you really 

want. Presented by Tara Hanley. Register online.  

CPR, First Aid and AED Certification 

Tuesday, April 9 at 6:30pm 

Join Scott Kohn for this CPR class. Participants will learn infant, 

child and adult CPR. You will also learn how to save someone 

using the AED, as well as how to save someone when choking. 

First-responders are welcome to join us to renew your certifica-

tion. Register online.  There is a $40 fee due at the class. Please 

bring your payment in cash or check (made to Scott Kohn).  

Telling Your Life Story: Wednesday, April 10 at 1:30pm

This two-hour workshop, led by a professional personal historian 

Judy Berkun will get you started doing something you've proba-

bly been thinking about—writing your life story at last!  In a 

small friendly group, we will use four basic techniques to get you 

off to a great start: thinking, writing, talking, and sharing your 

life stories. If you've already begun to write, this will help you to 

continue. Register online at www.suffernlibrary.org.  

Meditation for Inner Peace: Saturday, April 13 at 11am

Join Dr. Frank Pawlowski for this engaging and informative work-

shop. Dr. Pawlowski will share a simple, yet powerful technique 

that will be explained and practiced during the session.  

Gluten Free Entertainment: Tuesday, April 16 at 7pm 

Blogger, small-batch baker and diet/lifestyle consultant Danielle 

Addimandi shares tips, recipes and a food sampling geared to-

wards parties & entertaining despite dietary limitations. 

Addimandi will discuss food allergy etiquette for both party 

hosts and guests, as well as how to navigate a buffet table! She 

will also touch on tips for children who are gluten free and how 

they, too, can still enjoy being a party guest! Space is limited so 

please register online asap.  

Sing Along with Art Aldrich: Wednesday, April 17 at 2pm 

Join us for what is quickly becoming a very popular event at the 

Library. Sing along to the show tunes everyone knows and 

loves...Showboat, Oklahoma, Carousel, My Fair Lady, Sound of 

Music and many more timeless Broadway favorites. No special 
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vocal ability needed—lyrics provided. Solos and requests welcome. 

Live piano accompaniment by Art Aldrich and lots of encourage-

ment. Sure to be a real nice clambake.  

One-On-One Individual Career Help 

Wednesday, April 24 from 11am to 1pm 

Register by calling us at 357-1237 for the One-on-One Sessions. 

Sessions are 1/2 hour long with Career Counselor Eileen Grimm. 

Bring a copy of your resume. Limited to 4.   

Strategies for a Sustainable Income during Retirement 
Monday, April 29 at 7pm 

Mark Lange of SOFA returns. Topics covered include: key consider-

ations when planning for retirement today; longevity—the facts 

about life expectancy and it’s impacts on planning; inflation, the 

silent thief; medical and long term care costs; possible changes to 

Social Security; considerations when structuring portfolios in to-

day’s environment; strategies for sustainable retirement income; 

choosing a withdrawal strategy; sequence of return risk—what is 

it, and the new thoughts on how to combat it. 

Mah Jongg Classes: Tuesdays, May 7 to June 11 at 10:30am 

Join us for a six-session Mah Jongg instructional class with instruc-

tor Linda Gottlieb. Please purchase a 2019 Mah Jongg card availa-

ble online from the National Mah Jongg League or other sellers.  

Register in advance. Space is limited to 10. Open to residents of 

the Suffern Central School District. Please plan on attending all six 

sessions: May 7, 14, 21, 28, June 4, 11. 

Country Western Line Dancing: Fridays, May 10 & 17 at 1:30pm 

Come join the party! Burt and Mary Ann Schain will be teaching 

country line dancing. It is easy and fun for everyone! Wear com-

fortable shoes (keep in mind we have a carpet) and bring water. 

Register online. 

Adult Book Discussion: Third Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm 

 March 19: The Trespasser by Tana French  
 April 16: Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead  

Novel Ideas: Afternoon Book Discussion 

Fourth Thursday of the month from 3-4pm 

 March 28: Song of a Captive Bird by Jasmin Darznik  

 May 2: Sing, Unburied, Sing by Jesmyn Ward  

Poetry Roundtable: Third Mondays of the month at 7pm 

If you love poetry or are a writer, join us at our informal poetry 

roundtable. Bring 8 copies of your favorite poem to share with the 

group. All are welcome.   

Film Series 

Entertainment films will be shown on the following Thursdays at 

11am: March 7, 14, 21, 28 and April 4, 11. 

Documentary or foreign films will be shown on April 16, 23, 30 at 

11am.  Pick up a flyer or view the library’s website at 

www.suffernfreelibrary.org for titles.  

https://www.nationalmahjonggleague.org/
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Suffern, NY 10901 
 
Phone: (845) 357-1237 
Fax: (845) 357-3156 
Web: www.suffernfreelibrary.org 
Email: askus@suffernfreelibrary.org 

Hours 
Monday - Thursday:  10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Friday - Saturday: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday:  12 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Library Closed:  04/21 

Trustees 

Craig H. Long, President 
Warren E. Berbit, V. President 
Mario F. Pensa, Treasurer 
Christine Gigante, Secretary 
Karen Bash-Romaner 
Donalee Berard 
Erb Cooper 
Michael Minevich 
Ben Naylor 

Director 

Carol Connell Cannon 

The Board of Trustees meets the fourth Tuesday  of the 
month at 8pm.  Open to the general public. 

Upcoming Book Sales 

To better serve Suffern & Sloatsburg 
Library cardholders, we are offering a 

Spring Preview Sale  

on Thursday, May 2 

from 6:30 to 8:00PM 

This preview sale is exclusively for 
Suffern & Sloatsburg cardholders and 
you must show your library card to 
enter. Electronic scanners are not 
permitted.  

Our regular sales are as follows:  

Friday, May 3 

10AM to 3PM 

Saturday, May 4 

10AM-2PM 

 

Wednesday Sales 

Books 50¢ Each  

3 for $1 

RBdigital—63 Magazines now available!! 

Titles include: Food Network Magazine, HGTV Magazine,  
In Touch Weekly, MacWorld, Marie Claire, National Geographic, 
Newsweek, O, the Oprah Magazine, Prevention, Vanidades USA,  

Vanity Fair and many more!! 

Overdrive 

eBooks, eAudiobooks and Videos 

Hoopla 

Movies, Music, Audiobooks, Comics, eBooks and TV Shows 

Freading 

Always-available eBooks 

www.suffernfreelibrary.org 

Suffern Free Library, at the heart of our community, shall  
provide resources, services and programs to support learning  

and enhance discovery so that all succeed.  


