
ADULT SERVICES 

 8,027 people participated in 318 events 
such as concerts, lectures, current 
events discussions, book 
discussions, films and more 

 Received various grants to 
support adult services and 
programs including grants 
from the Kurtz Foundation 
and Masonic Guild of Suffern 

 AARP Tax-Aide, a free service to the 
community, prepared 586 state tax 
returns  and 493 federal tax returns 

 Meeting rooms were in use for 149 
community meetings; study rooms were 
used 848 times 

 More cardholders are using the Library 
from home to download books, 
magazines, movies, music and more 
with over 21,037 downloads 

 78 people used our new Book-A-
Librarian service for one-on-one 
research and technology help  

 The Library’s new website had 86,419 
sessions 

 The Library has 13 museum passes 
which were borrowed 628 times  

 Suffern Library is now a member of the 
New York State Talking Book and Braille 
Library 

 Added 7 charging stations 
throughout the building and 
lend out charging cables 

 Upgraded and expanded the 
Wi-Fi network 

201 8 BU DG E T NE WSL ETTE R  

Budget Vote 

Mark your calendars to come 

out and vote on Tuesday, 

March 27, from 10am to 9pm.  

Voting will take place at both 

Suffern and Sloatsburg Librar-

ies. (See inside for details.) 

NEW!! Bestsellers Club 
Express Books 

Can’t wait for your favorite au-

thor’s newest book? See if it’s 

on our BSC Express Books 

shelves located across from 

the Checkout Desk! Books loan 

for 7 days with no renewals or 

requests! Upcoming titles in-

clude Still Me by JoJo Moyes, 

The Great Alone by Kristin 

Hannah, Night Moves by Jona-

than Kellerman, and more!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Binge Bags 

What’s a binge bag? A binge 

bag is a collection of 7 movies 

based on a theme. You can 

check out the whole bag for a 

week! Themes include Chick 

Flicks, Impossible Missions, 

Bourne Collection, Young at 

Heart, Killer Thrillers, Alien In-

vasion, Nicholas Sparks, and 

more!  Look for them next to 

the NEW DVDs. 

AARP Tax Aide 

Tax aide continues every 

Wednesday and Saturday from 

10am to 2pm until April 14. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF 2017 

Suffern Free Library, at the heart of our community, shall provide 
resources, services and programs to support learning and enhance 

discovery so that all succeed.  

TEEN HIGHLIGHTS  

 716 teens participated in 73 programs 
throughout the year 

 98 teens registered for the 
summer reading program; 24 
teen events were held, including 
weekly stop motion animation 
workshops, and our teen 
overnight, with a total of 251 
teens attending 

 Teens volunteered at the Library for over 
243 hours this summer and raised money 
for Hi Tor Animal Shelter  

 82 books were given out as prizes to 
teens for reading and volunteering (our 
program winner read almost 7,200 pages 
and volunteered for fifteen hours to get 
the grand prize of a pair of Sunday passes 
to New York Comic Con) 

CHILDREN’S HIGHLIGHTS  

 Reconfigured the Children’s Room to add 
more comfortable seating for parents 
and children 

 The Children’s Room now has its own 
quarterly newsletter which includes all of 
the programs and events for children in 
one convenient publication 

 13,239 children participated in 848 
programs  such as storytime, music 
programs, arts and crafts, book 
discussions, and more 

 743 kids participated in 
Summer Reading   

 Over 1000 books were given 
out as part of the Build a Home 
Library, Summer Reading and 
School Book Baskets programs 



2018-2019 Budget 

2018 BUDGET NEWSLETTER 

BUDGET NEWS 

Voting for an increase in funding for the 2018-2019 Suffern 

Free Library and Sloatsburg Public Library budgets will be 

held on Tuesday, March 27, 2018 from 10am to 9pm.  The 

proposition would provide an increase in the amount to be 

raised by taxes of $59,924 for Suffern Free Library and 

$7,694 for Sloatsburg Public Library. Suffern Free Library’s 

amount to be raised by taxes represents a 2.00% increase.  

The total amount of support for Suffern Free Library would 

be $3,056,104, and for Sloatsburg Public Library it would be 

$392,422.  

For more information, please join the Board of Trustees at 

the Annual Meeting of the Association on February 27, 2018 

at 8pm.  

Voting on the Library Budget this year will be held on Tuesday, March 27 at the  
Suffern Free Library, 210 Lafayette Avenue, Suffern, & Sloatsburg Public Library, 1 Liberty Rock Road, Sloatsburg. 

VOTER INFORMATION 

WHEN: TUESDAY, MARCH 27, 2018 

 10AM-9PM 

WHERE:  SUFFERN FREE LIBRARY 

 (for all those who have usually voted at the 
Cherry Lane School, Hillburn Adm. Bldg., R.P. 
Connor School or Suffern Middle School in 
school district elections) 

WHERE:  SLOATSBURG PUBLIC LIBRARY 

 (for all those who have usually voted at the 
Sloatsburg Elementary School in school district 
elections) 

WHO: Residents of the Suffern Central School District 
who are registered to vote in a general or 
school district election 

ABSENTEE BALLOTS: 

 Call for an absentee ballot application 

 (357-7783 ext. 11224) 

2017 FACTS & FIGURES 

 Library Cardholders 17,233 

 New Library Cards Issued 844 

 Library Visits 278,856 

 Total Items Checked Out 362,417 

 Materials Loaned to Other Libraries 43,056 

 Reference Questions 51,951 

 Use of Internet Computers 20,8441 

 

EXPANSION OF DIGITAL SERVICES 

Technology has changed the way libraries do business. 

Suffern Library is no exception. Patrons no longer have to 

visit the Library to check out a book. The services provided 

are now available round-the-clock for everyone’s conven-

ience.  Librarians are regularly monitoring these changes 

and adjusting to meet the growing demands of the public.  

What exactly are these services? Suffern Library offers 

RBdigital which allows patrons to download their favorite 

magazines such as Food Network Magazine, HGTV Maga-

zine, In Touch Weekly, MacWorld, Marie Claire, National 

Geographic, Newsweek, O, Prevention, Vanidades USA (in 

Spanish), Vanity Fair and more!!  

If a patron wants to download a book, they have several 

options. Overdrive provides eBooks and eAudiobooks; 

comic books can be downloaded from Hoopla. If a patron 

wants to be guaranteed that a book is available to read 

immediately, they can download it from Freading. All of 

these services are accessed through the Library’s website.  

It doesn’t end there. The Library provides services for 

downloading music, movies, and even popular TV shows!  

With over 21,000 downloads in 2017, this service is ex-

panding and the Library is sure to see an increase in 2018. 

BOOK SALE GROUP 

In 2017, the Library’s book sale group held six book sales 

earning $17, 816, and two preview sales earning $1,722. In 

addition, they earned $350 from specially priced books 

and $5,476 from the daily lobby sales in the lower level. 

This made for a grand total of $25,364. This money is used 

to support Library programs which were attended by 

17,995 people in 2017, as well as the Children’s Summer 

Reading Program.  

UPGRADES IN BUILDING AND GROUNDS 

The Board of Trustees has made a move to save taxpayer money 
by upgrading the Library to LED lights. The work was completed  in 
2017. Not only are the lights more environmentally friendly, but 
this change represents long-term cost savings for the taxpayers. 

The Ramapo Valley Garden Club re-designed the sundial garden 
with a generous donation by the family of Anna W. (Val) 
Grosselfinger.  



Drop-In Programs 

Drop-In Crafts  
 April 3, 5, 6 from 10am to a half hour before closing 

Drop-In LEGO Mania 
 Fourth Saturday of each month from 10am to 

4:30pm for K and up 
Saturday Storytimes 
Held the first and third Saturdays of the month 

 10:15-10:45am for children up to age 3 
 11:15-11:45am for children ages 3-5 

Music & Fun with Mr. Kurt 
Come sing and dance along with Mr. Kurt. 

 Sunday, March 18 from 2:00-2:45pm 

 Tuesday, April 3 at 10:30am OR 2pm 

Children’s Events 
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Girl Empowered! Body Image Workshop 
Professor Danielle Walker invites you to join her for this 
inspirational workshop to cultivate self love and self 
acceptance of our own bodies while uplifting other girls, 
and in the process, recognizing that girls are more than just 
their bodies; they are brains, personality and spirit!  Girls in 
4th & 5th grade, register a week in advance. 

 April 12 from 7:00-8:30pm 

Mad Science 
Register a week in advance. For K-3rd graders on Mondays 
from 5:00-5:45pm. 

 March 5: Radical Robots 

 April 9: Optical Illusions 

Programs are open to residents of the Suffern Central School District. Register online one week in advance. 

Teen Events 

Suffern Teen Advisory Council (STAC) 

Are you in grades 7-12 and looking for volunteer hours? Join 
us at our upcoming meetings on Mondays, March 5 & April 
2 from 7:00-8:00pm.  

Book Clubs for Teens 
Join Jennifer C. on Monday nights in the Young Adult Room 
to discuss teen books. Sign up and pick up your books at the 
Adult Information Desk.  

7th-9th Grades: 

 Monday, March 19, 6-7pm: A Monster Calls by 

Patrick Ness 

 Monday, April 16, 6-7pm: The Night Gardener by 

Jonathan Auxier 
 

10th-12th Grades: 

 Monday, March 19, 7:30-8:30pm: The Impossible 

Knife of Memory by Laurie Halse-Anderson 

 Monday, April 16,  7:30-8:30pm: Invisibility by 

Andea R. Cremer and David Levithan  

 
Anime Club 
Every month during the school year we watch an episode of 
an anime teens have voted for, then discuss our favorite 
anime and manga, talk about anime/manga news, and vote 
for possibilities for the next month’s meeting. Our meetings 
are held in the Children’s Room. 

 Monday, March 12, 7:00-8:00pm- Anime: TBD 

 Monday, April 9, 7:00-8:00pm- Anime: TBD 

Friday Night Lock-In 

A guardian is required to walk the attending teen in to the 
Library to sign in and fill out appropriate permission slips.  

Harry Potter Lock-In (Grades 7-12):  

Find out what Hogwarts house you belong in, 
take part in a life-size game of wizard’s chess, 
flee from dementors, take your chances with 
Bertie Bott’s Every Flavour Beans, and more! 

 Friday, April 27 from 6:30-9:00pm 

Maker Event: Mini Wind Turbine 
The theme for this year’s Teen Tech Week (March 4-10) is 
“Libraries are for Creating.” To honor that idea, teens are 
invited to come create a miniature wind turbine, complete 
with designs decided on by the teens themselves. This is a 
free event but we do ask teens to register for it online so 
we know how many refreshments to purchase. 

 Monday, March 5, 5:30-6:30pm- Large Meeting 

Room 

 
How To Self Publish...for Teens 
Are you a teen in grades 7-12 who loves writing? Have you 
ever wondered what it takes to create and publish your 
own book? Local author Omar Hardware will be visiting the 
Library to describe all that goes into getting a book pub-
lished. 

 Date: TBD 

If you have questions about our teen programs, feel free to 
contact our teen librarian, Jennifer Cohen, at jcohen@rcls.org.  

Programs are open to residents of the Suffern Central School District. Register online. 



Adult Events

Cruising: Making Waves and Sense 

Friday, March 2 at 2pm 

Cruising is a fun and exciting way to see the world. David Kriso is a 

veteran cruise line agent in the New York area. He will be sharing 

information on what it takes to have a successful cruise vacation 

from start to finish. Talking points will include embarka-

tion/disembarkation, the cruiser's packing cheat sheet, passenger 

health, on board charge accounts, dining, and on-board activities. 

Attendees are encouraged to bring a pad and pen. 

Great Decisions Foreign Policy Discussion Group 

First Tuesdays of the Month at 7:15pm 

The Great Decisions discussion series is designed to engage citizens 

in learning about the world. Participants will read from the Great 

Decisions briefing book, which features impartial, thought-

provoking analyses on issues of concern to policymakers 

today. Upcoming topics include Russia’s Foreign Policy 

(March 6) and China’s Geopolitics (April 3).  

Cooking for Passover: Thursday, March 8 at 6:30pm 

Join Marvin Goldsmith, author of "Marvin's Book of Great 

Passover Recipes," for a demonstration of simple kosher 

foods that are appropriate for Passover. This presentation 

will demonstrate the preparation of several traditional foods: 

Haroset (2 types), a Passover quiche or pie, and a dessert 

(macaroons, or cookies). Register online at 

www.suffernfreelibrary.org. 

Tai Chi Classes 

Fridays, March 9, 16, 23, 30 at 11:30am 

Sandy Cohen will teach 4 sessions of Yang style Tai Chi. Tai Chi may 

help restore your health, improve your balance and increase your 

strength and flexibility. There are four sessions which build upon 

each other. Please try to attend all sessions. Wear comfortable 

clothing and shoes.  Register online.  

Meditation on the Inner Light: Saturday, March 10 at 11am 

Through meditation we can experience a profound, peace, bliss 

and happiness unlike any we can find in the world. Come learn the 

steps to mediation and begin to experience the inner light and a 

deep source of spiritual nourishment. For new or advanced medi-

tators.  Facilitated by Dr. Frank Pawlowski, Ed. 

Brian Conway, Irish Fiddler: Sunday, March 11 at 2pm 

Premier Irish American fiddler Brian Conway per-

forms with a skill, grace, and force that are steeped 

in tradition but distinctively his own. Well known in 

the New York Celtic community, Conway has won 

numerous fiddling competitions and has been called 

one of the best fiddlers of his generation.  He will be 

accompanied by Brendan Dolan who teaches tradi-

tional Irish music on piano and flute.  

Career Workshops 

 March 12 at 6pm: Resume Writing Workshop 

 March 28 from 6-8pm: One-on-One Sessions 

 April 5 from 6-8pm: One-on-One Sessions 

Get more information and register online. (Register at 357-1237 

for the One-on-One Sessions. Sessions are 1/2 hour long with 

Career Counselor Eileen Grimm.)  

Rockland County Office for the Aging 

Wednesday, March 21 and April 11 from 11am-2pm

Stop by the table in the lobby to have your questions answered 

regarding County services for seniors.  

The Unit: Sunday, March 25 at 1:30pm

The Unit is a Nyack-based band that has been 

performing throughout Rockland, Bergen, and 

Westchester Counties for over 10 years. Their 

music is best described as “R&B with a 

punch.” The song choices are so recogniza-

ble it's hard not to sing along. During a given 

performance the audience is likely to be 

treated to music ranging from The Beatles, to 

Motown, and everything in between.  

Gleeful Dance Exercise Classes 

Fridays, April 6, 13, 27, May 4 at 11:30am 

Seniors, come experience a fun and dynamic low impact dance 

class. You can participate either sitting or standing. Your instruc-

tors, Sholmit and David, will provide music that is familiar to sen-

iors along with contemporary dance favorites. Register online. 

Forever Young: Sunday, April 8 at 1:30PM 

Forever Young is one of the area’s premier oldies 

bands. The group plays 50s, 60s and 70s music from the 

likes of Dion & the Belmonts and The Duprees, to Chuck 

Berry, Jerry Lee Lewis, and Elvis.  With 4 strong and 

experienced lead singers backed by lots of tight doo-

wop style group harmony, they will have you singing 

and dancing in your seats! 

Cookbook Club: Monday, April 9 at 7pm 

Join us for an evening of food, recipes and cooking tips. 

You can select a recipe that you would like to share 

with the group from the month's cookbook. Register and pick 

up a copy of the book at the Adult Information Desk. April’s title is 

From Junk Food to Joy Food by Joy Bauer. 

Declutter, Destress and Get Things Done!  

Tuesday, April 10 at 7pm 

If you procrastinate, lose papers in a stack of mail, and have a 2-

page to-do list, then this program is for you! Join bestselling au-

thor and Organizing Humorist Jamie Novak to learn a few simple 

organizing tricks for key areas of your home and life. Come for a 

The Unit 

Forever Young



Adult Events 

laugh (or two) and to learn how to easily 

clear the clutter and store the stuff.  

Organizing Humorist and media personality 

Jamie is the bestselling author of Keep This 

Toss That. You may have seen her on 

HGTV or QVC or read one of her many arti-

cles for Readers Digest online. Register 

online at www.suffernfreelibrary.org.  

Meditation for Inner Peace: Saturday, April 14 at 11am 

Find out how meditation can awaken us to the source of all 

peace within.  Please join Dr. Frank Pawlowski, long time medi-

tator, for this very powerful program. A short meditation sitting 

will be included. Save May 5 at 11am to attend “Change Your 

World from the Inside Out” with Dr. Pawlowski.  

Hearing Loss Information for Everyone 
Sunday, April 15 from 12:30-3:30pm 

Hearing Loss Association of America (HLAA) Westchester Chap-

ter will have guest speakers Dr. Jeffrey Shannon, Au.D. and Chris 

Hasson, Engagement Manager with Cochlear Americas. Jeff 

Shannon will discuss the state of hearing aids technology and 

Chris Hasson will review what Cochlear Americas does with re-

search.  There will be information tables with material on hear-

ing loss, assistive devices, hearing aids, and cochlear implant 

manufacturers.  A question and answer period will follow. Assis-

tive listening devices will be available as well as live “CART” cap-

tioning. 

The Basics: Memory Loss, Dementia and Alzheimer’s Disease 
Monday, April 16 at 11am 

This program covers warning signs of dementia, differ-

ences between dementia and Alzheimer’s disease, how 

Alzheimer’s affects the brain, how to get a diagnosis, 

stages of the disease, treatment options, research and 

services. This program is presented by the Alzheimer's 

Association Hudson Valley Chapter. Register online.  

Autism Awareness: Wednesday, April 25 at 7pm 

April is Autism Awareness Month. Join us for an informal 

presentation on autism lead by local pediatrician, Dr. 

Janice Montague. The program will address how autism 

is diagnosed, some current treatment options, and prog-

nosis.  There will be a time for Q&A at the end of the presen-

tation. Presented by Good Samaritan Hospital. Register online. 

Propaganda, Music and Film of World War II 

Thursday, April 26 at 2pm 

The Allies utilized films, music, posters, cartoons, and even com-

ic books in a propaganda effort to increase support for the war 

effort in America and abroad. President Franklin Roosevelt creat-

ed the Office of War Information in 1942 to control all communi-

cations coming into and out of the United States.  This program 
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features video of the Dave Brubeck Wolfpack army band, the 

Three Stooges short You Natzy Spy! and the Motion Picture Pro-

duction Code. Presented by Rick Feingold. 

Defensive Driving Class: Saturday, April 28 from 10am to 4:30pm 

Sign up today for this defensive driving course with instructor Art 

Aldrich. The class fee is $30 which is due at registration. Please 

register in person at the Adult Information Desk.  

Toccare: Piano Recital with Elaina Burns 

Sunday, April 29 at 1:30pm 

Crisp, shimmering, playful, pensive, 

haunting, hypnotic, frenetic, poign-

ant - how can these words be con-

veyed through music? It is the re-

sponsibility of the performer to com-

municate these concepts to the audi-

ence through the use of specific 

touches and pedal techniques. Let 

Dr. Elaina Burns treat you to an after-

noon of inspiring music by Bach, 

Scarlatti, Brahms, and others. Each com-

poser requires a different touch at the in-

strument, and this concert will feature some of the unique touches 

and pedal techniques that can be used to create an artistic perfor-

mance. Please join us for an afternoon of beautiful music! 

Healthy Living for Your Brain and Body: Tips from the Latest  

Research: Monday, April 30 at 11am 

Our habits may help to keep our brains healthy as we age and pos-

sibly delay the onset of cognitive decline. This workshop covers 

four areas of lifestyle habits associated with healthy aging: cogni-

tive activity, exercise, diet/nutrition and social engagement. Pre-

sented by the Alzheimer's Association Hudson Valley Chapter. Reg-

ister online at www.suffernfreelibrary.org.  

Telling Your Life Story: Wednesday, May 2 at 2pm 

Judy Berkun will get you started doing something you've probably 

been thinking about - writing your life story at last! Space is limited 

to 10. Register online at www.suffernfreelibrary.org.  

Designing for Curb Appeal: Tuesday, May 8 at 1:30pm 

Make a great first impression by creating a welcoming front entry 

garden for your home. Learn how to design a stylish front garden, 

review examples that work for different architectural styles, and 

develop plant lists that fit the specific needs of every type of front 

yard.  Presenter Daryl Beyers is the coordinator of the New York 

Botanical Garden's Gardening Certificate program.  

Chair Yoga: Fridays, May 11, 18, 25, June 1 at 11:30am 

Join Helene Byron for a series of chair yoga classes that may help 

improve your range of motion. Participants will be working from a 

chair. This series will also benefit those suffering from osteoporo-

sis. Register online at www.suffernfreelibrary.org.  

Jamie Novak 

Forever Young 

Elaina Burns 
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Monday - Thursday:  10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Friday - Saturday: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday:  12 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
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Donalee Berard 
Michael Minevich 
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The Board of Trustees meets the fourth Tuesday  of the 
month at 8pm.  Open to the general public. 

Upcoming Book Sales 

To better serve Suffern & Sloatsburg 
Library cardholders, we are offering a 

Spring Preview Sale  

on Thursday, April 19 

from 6:30 to 8:00PM 

This preview sale is exclusively for 
Suffern & Sloatsburg cardholders and 
you must show your library card to 
enter. Electronic scanners are not 
permitted.  

Our regular sales are as follows:  

Friday, April 20 

10AM to 4PM 

Saturday, April 21 

10AM-2PM 

 

Wednesday Sales 

Books 50¢ Each  

3 for $1 

Book Discussions & Poetry Roundtable 

Adult Book Discussion: Third Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm 

 March 20: The Wonder by Emma Donoghue  
 April 17: When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi  

Novel Ideas: Afternoon Book Discussion 

Fourth Thursday of the month from 3-4pm 

 March 22: The Lifeboat by Charlotte Rogan  

 April 26: Nemesis by Philip Roth  

Poetry Roundtable: Third Mondays of the month at 7pm 

If you love poetry or are a writer, join us at our informal poetry roundtable. Bring 8 

copies of your favorite poem to share with the group. All are welcome.   

Film Series 

Entertainment films will be shown on the following Thursdays at 11am: March 1, 8, 

15, 22, 29 and April 5, 12. 

Documentary or foreign films will be shown on April 10, 17, 24 at 11am.   

Films will be announced 2 weeks prior. Pick up a flyer or view the library website. 

Display Case Exhibit 

“Welcome Spring” Barbie Doll exhibit runs from March 15-Apri l 16, 2018. Be 
dazzled gazing at Barbie in her spring gowns, dresses and jewels.  A nostalgic tribute 
to the 1959 black and white striped bathing suit will also be featured!  A special 
Meet & Greet with doll collector, Carolynn Whitford, will be held Saturday April 8, 
2018 from 11am to 3pm.  


